
A NOTE FROM THE COMMODORE
Hello Dinghy Sailing World, MSC is arriving!!
	 Since becoming Commodore in 2006, I have been passionate that MSC be about SAIL-
ING. Our goal has been to establish MSC as the center for dinghy sailing on western Lake 
Ontario. This direction is leading to some fantastic developments and the sailing world be-
ginning to take notice of  our achievements. We have the second highest participation rate on 

our race nights, and arguably the highest in off-season events of  any dinghy club on this side 
of  the Lake. The growth of  youth and women in our events is probably second to none, and 
for the first time in 25 years we are hosting a sailing school run by Ontario Sailing and are 

planning on sponsoring an under-privileged child from Mississauga to attend the course.
	 We have, and will continue to run, major world-class one-design regattas attracting sailors 
from all over the continent. We are establishing strong one-design fleets, and our own sailing 

champions that make for fantastic competition. All in all, we do not need to rely on the fact 
that we have a nice view of  the Lake, a nice sun-tanning deck, and a nice compound. We have great sailing, great sailors, great compe-
tition, great culture, and oh yeah, did I mention that our facilities are world class?! 
	 To be strong we need to continually develop the sailing aspects of  our club, make sailing more accessible to new members and in-

crease our sailing capabilities and facilities to meet and exceed standards at other dinghy clubs in the area and around the world. We 
need to focus on improving safety and making smart decisions for the club with the limited resources we have available. Most impor-
tantly, as a self-help club we need an unwavering, generous and supportive volunteer base to make all of  this happen. Being part of  the 

local and international sailing community has provided me with insights and perspectives that one can only achieve 
through experience. I urge all of  you to extend your sailing past Lakefront Promenade and participate at other 

sailing events around the area. You will be representing MSC, and will learn more in a weekend than a year of 

sailing on Thursday nights at our own club. Perspective and experience is everything.
I am honoured to be your Commodore for another year, and I am equally honoured to have such a passion-

ate and capable executive group and member volunteers to support our vision. We are no longer the little 
dinghy club that no-one has heard about.  We are on our way to making Mississauga, and MSC, the center 

for dinghy sailing on western Lake Ontario.
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M S C  N e w s l e t t e r

AGM News & Reports

Find out all the latest goings on 
around the club. Starting on..

Page 2

Sailors Gatherings

Check out the list of  upcoming 
meetings. Next meeting this 

weekend, March 1st!

Page 3

Safety Committee 

Recommendations
Read Scott Hansen’s summary 

of  the safety committee report 

presented at the AGM
Page 7

Travel to Mexico

Read Martin and Meghan 
Boeykens report on the Mexican 

port of  Zihuatanejo.

Page 10

Commodore Mark Taylor, and brother 

Paul enjoying the downwind ride
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2008 AGM
Highlights
Bjug Borgundvaag
	 Thirty-two voting members were in 

attendance on a cold and snowy Satur-
day, to hear the executive reports on 
various club operations at the AGM. 

The details of  each aspect of  the club 
can be found in the accompanying ex-
ecutive reports, but overall, it appears 

that the club is in a good position mov-
ing forward in the new year. Member-
ship continues to increase, and is ex-
pected to continue to do so. The club 

had a significant increase in one-time 
capital expenditures last year, all of  
which were to cover maintenance and 

facilities (primarily the new docks and 
painting the clubhouse). A new cash 
flow plan has been implemented to 

monitor ongoing expenses, but the club 
retains its strong balance sheet, and 
there will be no fee increase this year.

 The safety committee report pre-

sented by Commodore Mark Taylor 
generated the most intense discussion. 
The key point of  contention was the 

recommendation for increasing on wa-
ter safety by adding a 2nd safety patrol 
boat. Several times last year storm fronts  

moved in fairly quickly during races, 
catching the fleet off  guard, and the 
concern is that a single safety boat could 
easily be overwhelmed. One member 

commented that he had spent 20 min-
utes in the water last year in August 
(when the water is at it’s warmest), and 

was quite relieved to be finally hauled 
out. A complete summary of  the report 
can be found starting on Page 8. Please 

read this report as it has implications for 
everyone at MSC.

	 The executive plans  to submit a 
grant for the capital costs of  a second 
patrol boat to the Trillium Foundation. 
Most dingy clubs in the area have al-

ready funded large projects with such 
grants, and MSC is a perfect fit with the 
granting objectives of  the agency. A 

committee, chaired by Dave Daniel, has  
has been formed to prepare the grant. 
	 The club also held elections for the 

spots on the executive which had come 
up for renewal, and there are some new 
faces on the executive. Mark Taylor was 
unanimously elected to another term as 

commodore, other members of  the ex-
ecutive are listed in the adjacent box. 
	 The final event of  the meeting was 

to announce the awards. Complete race 
results are listed on Page 9 (the Sunday 
and Fall series were combined). Gary 

McIlroy and Jennifer Ross were overall 
club champions. The BNAC Organiz-
ing Committee was awarded the Peter 
Reed Cup for outstanding contribution 

to the club. 

Facilities Report
Norm Rippon
	 Thank you to all members who took 
down their masts!  We have had an un-

usually stormy winter season. Some 
winds were so high that the flag pole 
vibrated on the clubhouse roof, causing 

the interior of  the building to act like an 
acoustical chamber! Bill Taylor and I 
have done many walk-abouts around 
the compound this winter, and most of  

the boats have weathered well. In some 
cases, tarps have ripped or blown off, 
causing the boats to be filled with ice. 

Please take the opportunity to check the 
condition of  your boat as you attend 
our Sailors Gatherings. Careful of  the 

ice! Repeated thaws and freezes have 

placed ice sheets in some rather unex-
pected places. 

 The clubhouse is rather quiet during 
the winter, making it an excellent time 

for interior repairs. The facilities com-
mittee will repair the chair in the 
woman’s shower, fix the toilet in the 

men’s bathroom, and replace the screws 
in the door hinges of  the door leading 
to the meeting room on the second 

floor. The large BBQ on the roof  also 
appears to need repair. The Executive 
and the City Liaison Committee (Gary 
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McIlroy, Bruce Buckingham, and the 
Facilities Officer) are working on creat-
ing a prioritized and staged list of  capi-
tal expenditures over the next several 

years. 
Work on the Trillium Grant application 
continues to go forward, with Dave 

Daniel as the committee chair person. 
The locks will be changed once again 
on Tuesday, February 26. Paid up 

members will receive a new member-
ship card and a letter containing the 
new codes about a week before the 
changeover date.

Finally, we have a full class for our chil-
dren’s sailing school (June 30-July 4, 
ages 8 and up) run by Ontario Sailing.  

This is an exciting initiative for the 
Club! I am still trying to set up an eve-
ning class for adults to run the same 

week. 

Treasurer’s Report
Ron Williams

 The payments for membership are 
coming in at a slow pace. We still have 
12 senior members that have not paid. 
Remember an additional $20 late fee 

will be added to each account that has 
not been paid by March 1st. If  you did 
not receive your invoice in November or 

subsequent reminders, please contact 
me. Michael Clayton and I have been 
updating the club membership informa-

tion as changes are provided.

 A few members have calculated 
their membership fees and questioned 
why the invoice amount is greater than 

their calculated amount. When the in-
voices were sent out in November 2007, 
the GST was 6%. As of  January 2008 

the GST dropped to 5% but the 
amount on the invoice does not change. 
The club has declared the 6% GST that 

is payable to the Federal Government 
and this can not change even though 
you pay the invoice after January 2008.  
If  I issue new invoice for storage 

changes or for new members, the GST 
is calculated at 5%. We don't charge 
GST on the late fees that are added.

	 I am investigating a method of  al-
lowing payment for membership or 
regatta fees by credit card (Visa, Mas-

terCard) and debit card. This could be 
done over the internet or in person at 
the club when an executive member is 
available. A card swipe machine would 

be available at the club but could only 
be used by executive members. This 
change will make it easier for members 

to pay their invoices and reduce the 
number of  cash transactions at a regat-
tas. I hope to get Executive approval at 

the March meeting and have this 
system up and running by April.
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UPCOMING SAILORS GATHERINGS

Breakfast from 9-10 (Head Chef Rod McIver)
Presentation and Discussion 10-12 Noon

Members and Guests Welcome!

Saturday March 1 Luis Perez Fiberglass-Patagonia Boat Works

Saturday March 15 Al Schonborn Upwind sailing, Rules, Starts

Saturday March 29 Ron Bianchi Meteorology & Sailing

Saturday April 12 Dave Daniel, Bruce Buckingham, Al 
Schonborn, Paul Taylor

Round Table Discussion

Saturday April 26 Bjug Borgundvaag First Aid for Sailors

Saturday May 10 Dave Daniel Sail Trim

Saturday May 17 Bruce Buckingham, Dave Daniel and 

Rob Wierdsma

Committee Boat Operation, Race 

Course Setup, Radio Communication
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Membership Report
Michael Clayton

 Well, hello everyone and welcome to 
what is looking to be another great year 
at MSC. We were looking to increase 

membership by 10% over last year …. 
So, how did we do? We had 19 new 
joins last year which was fantastic. We 

saw some real payback for all the time 
spent at the Square One MSC (Missis-
sauga Sports Council) Sports and Rec-

reation Day, and Canada Day displays 
so this should motivate you all to want 
to rush out and help this year. As of  the 
AGM we have had 11 members who 

had to cancel their membership during 
the year. This gave us a net gain of  8, 
which, on a membership base of  98 at 

the beginning of  2007, gives an increase 
of  just over 8%. This marks a solid in-
crease and what with the increased 

turnout at race meets, regatta’s and club 
functions this bodes well for the future.

 I have purposely mentioned the 
MSC Sports and Recreation Day at 

square One. We have a Buccaneer for 
the display this year and this will make 

us, once again, 
the most impressive display on the day. 
We have a need, though, for motivated 
people to come and join us at the dis-

play. We need young and old, male and 
female. We need people who want to 
expand our membership and will put all 

they have into educating our Missis-
sauga population as to the benefits of  
joining the MSC. Please contact me if  

you can help in anyway. Don’t forget 
that time spent all gets counted towards 
your work hours for the season.
	 What we really also need is a con-

certed and coordinated effort to sell the 
club. We need someone who can moti-
vate and sell to get together a marketing 

committee and to lead them in mem-
bership augmentation opportunities 
throughout the year. If  you are moti-

vated and enjoy people and know how 
to get people to commit to a cause (in 
this case growing the love and availabil-
ity of  dinghy sailing around the Missis-

sauga area) then you are our champion! 
Please contact me and we can get the 
ball rolling. Our Commodore will be 

your executive sponsor so you will have 
the right ears to listen to your sugges-
tions and plans.

	
We have seen an increase in crew mem-
bers over the last year and we need cur-
rent owners who are willing to take on 

possibly inexperienced crew for fun sails  
and races. Please think seriously about 
possibly stepping outside of  your com-

fort zone and help by giving crewing 
members a chance to get out there in 
one of  our boats.

	 Thanks and see you on the water.

Social Report
Cheryl Hughes
	 We started the 2008 season with our 
AGM which was held on Jan. 26. There 

was a modest turnout so this message is 
a synopsis of  what was discussed con-
cerning the social side of  the MSC. The 
AGM was followed by a potluck which 

enabled old and new members to meet. 
	 The MSC held its first informative 
sailor gathering on Feb..2 on White Sail 

1, 2, and 3. Sailor gatherings are pres-
entations on various topics about sailing 
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The 2008 AGM attracted a large crowd of 32 
voting members and guests

After the meeting, a delicious pot-luck dinner 
was served
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which are held on alternate Saturdays 
over the winter that start off  with break-
fasts prepared by members which is an 
excellent way for members to earn work 

hours. We need two volunteers each 
Saturday to set up, make coffee, etc If  
you are interested in volunteering

for the 2008 season please sign up on 
the sheet in the lobby of  the MSC or 
contact  me at 

cheryl-hughes@hotmail.com. There will 
also be  another sheet which interested 
members can sign up to be on the social 
committee to help with the various 

events over the 2008 sailing season. The 
social committee also needs people to 
move furniture, decorate etc. The offi-

cial start of  the 2008 sailing season will 
be kicked off  on April 19 with a party 
called “ the spring fling white party”. So 

be sure to mark this date on your calen-
dar. This is a great way to interact with 
members while having fun.. 
Throughout the season there will be  

racing every Thursday with a BBQ af-

terwards for members. Please sign up on 
the sheet downstairs that says “Thurs-
day racing duties” if  you can help with 
the BBQ’s on race night. You do not 

need to race in order to volunteer to 
help with these BBQ’s.  There will also 
be racing on Sunday afternoons and the 

social committee will also have a movie 
night ( maybe drive-in style ) during the 
summer..

	 If  any members can think of  an-
other activity that members would like 
to participate in  please contact me. 
This is a great way to earn your work 

hours and start something at YOUR 
club.

 There will also be  many regattas 

over the year. Last season ended with 
the Halloween party.. I think this was 
the best Halloween party to date and I 

know we will surpass it this year.  This 
year I am also planning on having a 
childrens’ Christmas party.
 I am looking forward to another great 

year.


 Thank you and remember with eve-
ryones’ participation the MSC will con-
tinue to be the best dinghy club on Lake 
Ontario. Any comments please contact 

me at Cheryl-hughes@hotmail.com

MSC Apparel 2008
Izabella Hansen
	 Show your pride and think about 

ordering your MSC apparel. I'm hoping 
to place an order during the summer or 
early fall this year but need a minimum 

amount in order to do so. If  I don't get 
the minimum 20 items there may not be 
an order this season. There shouldn't be 
any price changes this year and order 

forms will be updated soon on the web-
site for this season. I would need pay-
ment in advance as before and taxes are 

still included in the price.
	 Thanks for the support and I will 
keep everyone posted as the season goes

on. cessination@yahoo.ca
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Christine Borgundvaag was this years Patrick 
Kirkwood Award for Youth Participation 

Ed Dragosits and George Scerri made their 
first podium appearance. 

Some of MSC’s 2007 Award Recipients.
A Complete list of this years Award Winners is on page 9
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The Racing Report
Martin Boeykens

 With an unprecedented number of  boats involved in last 

year's races, this year we will continue our efforts to increase 
participation in races and regattas.
	 Does 20 boats sound like a good number for our Thursday 

evening races??? Well, I'm aiming for 25.
... are you telling me that there is a better way to spend your 
Thursday evenings during the summer?

SUMMER! 
	 Listen, I come from a place where it is warm and sunny all 
12 months of  the year so I really have to take advantage of  all 

the warm 

weather 
while it lasts 
here.

	 Have you 
done the 
math? 

Someone 
short 
changed us 
in Canada.  

It snows for 
4 months, 
give yourself 

another 2 
months to 
recover from 

that back 

pain from shoveling the snow and another month for the lake to 
warm up.  We are lucky if  we get 5 months of  nice warm 
weather!!!

 Are you still unsure if  sailing is the thing to do this sum-

mer??? What if  I tell you that there is a group of  committed 
individuals working hard the whole year for that short sailing 
season and for you to enjoy it? On top of  it, after every Thurs-

day race you will have somebody cooking dinner for you.  You 
can enjoy the meal on the club’ terrace overlooking lake On-
tario, with a bunch of  friendly sailors who will be sharing their 

racing stories.
	 Did I forget to say that it is at NO CHARGE! (well, not 
really since you paid for it at the beginning of  the year)
NOW WE ARE TALKING! 


 If  you are still unsure because you are unfamiliar with sail-
ing or racing, there are numerous events where you can learn 
what you need to know to be at the starting line. At our Sailor’ 

gatherings or at the pre-season racing information session you 
will learn everything you need to know about racing,

 If  you haven’t been around the club, this is the year to do it. 

A bunch of  hard working individuals are working to make the 
club even better. Our goal is to provide opportunities for you 
and your family to enjoy sailing at the Mississauga Sailing Club.
	 Be amongst the many individuals that learned to sail and 

race at the club.
I encourage you to come and race; it is a great and fun summer 
experience. If  you have any questions, please feel free to email 

me at racing@mississaugasailingclub.com
Check the MSC’ new website for more information 
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The SR21 Fleet preparing to round at CBOD

MSC at the Toronto Boat Show

Many MSC members were in attendance at the 

Boat Show. Here Bruce Buckingham helps out at 

the Nickels Boatworks Booth. Scott Caple was 

helping at “Mahogany Harbour”, and Mark Tay-

lor assisted at the Wayfarer booth. 
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